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Hi everyone and welcome to the first  

JETAA Sydney newsletter for 2008- 09! 

LǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ 
exciting events aimed at learning more about Japanese culture and 

maintaining links to Japan τ including Japanese cooking classes 

and hip-hop dance lessons. These events are for everyone, whether 

you have recently returned from Japan, or been back for a few years 
already. I hope to see you at one of them! More information on 
upcoming events can be found throughout this newsletter. If you 
have any event suggestions or feedback, please let us know by 
emailing jetaasydney@yahoo.com.au 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ two new committee 
members to the team τ Kate Wenban and Andrew Thomas. We look 
forward to working with you over the coming year. 

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ Ms Sumiyo Mimori, formerly of Macquarie 

University, who is returning to Japan in July. She has been a great 
friend to Sydney JETAA over the years, contributing to the JET pre-
departure orientations and JETAA career information sessions.  

²ŜΩƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ ȅƻǳ Mimori-sensei τ Mata ,  ne! 

SHARON VAN ETTEN 
JETAA Sydney President 
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 Pre -departure 

Orientation  

Are you available on Saturday 21st June 2008?  
Would you like to help prepare the JETs of 

2008? Every year JETAA Sydney organises a 

Pre-departure Orientation to prepare new JETs 

for their wonderful adventure ahead. Time flies 

ð another year and another new fantastic group 

of JETs are getting ready to depart for Japan...  

At the orientation the new ALTs will attend 

workshops on daily life in Japan, culture shock, 

team-teaching,  Japanese customs and etiquette. 

The CIRs will also be fortunate to have a full-

day tailored to their particular needs.  

We seek volunteers from our JETAA Sydney 

family ð if you are available on June 21
st
, 

please email jetaasydney@yahoo.com.au. We 

would love to hear from you! 

MICHAEL  J ADAMS  
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You probably recognise the above kanji as òumió 

(sea) and òbutaó (pig). T ogether they form the word, 

òirukaó, meaning òdolphinó. So in Japanese the word 

for dolphin can be literally translated as òpig of the 

seaó.  Donõt sneer ñ pigs are almost as intelligent as 

dolphins!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

JETAA is looking for volunteers to write for the newsletter. In 250 words 
or less We want to hear about: 

¶ Japanese Restaurants  

¶ Japanese Films 

¶ Japanese shops 

¶ Japanese holidays 

¶ Japanese News 

¶ Japanese Culture 

¶ Anything else you can think of! 

If we publish your article you will receive a free double movie pass! 

 

mailto:jetaasydney@yahoo.com.au


  Jet Journeys Winter  2008 

c o n t a c t : j e t a a s y d n e y @ y a h o o . c o m . a u   P a g e | 3 
 

Karaoke  

 On Friday 4
th
 April 2008, 

members and friends of 

JETAA met for dinner and 

Karaoke. The Consul-General 

of Japan, Mr Hobo attended as 

the guest of honour, along with 

Ms Cosmo 

Arai and 

Mr Andrew Brown from the Japanese Consulate. We had discovered that Mr 

Hobo, a big fan of karaoke, had not had the opportunity to indulge in this hobby 

since his arrival to Sydney. JETAA quickly latched onto this as a license to sing 

publicly and invited Mr Hobo to karaoke.  

The night began at Akeneya Restaurant to fill the stomach and then continued 

at Karaoke World to fill the soul ð well, the ears 

anyway. It was an eye-opening experience as we 

caught glimpses of a different side to people ð 

hand someone a microphone and ...  

We added new songs such as ñIf youôre happy and you know itò 

and ñDanke Schoenò to our repertoire. We discovered that only Josh 

Groban can sing Josh Groban songs. There was a rousing rendition of 

ñMy heart will go onò in honour of the Celine Dion concert in Sydney 

at the time ð thank you Sharon! 

The expedition was a success and JETAA is looking forward to organising another in 

the not too distant future. Hopefully (!) Mr Hobo enjoyed himself, and we thank him for 

giving us the handy excuse to indulge in this mutual hobby of ours.  

YVONNE ADAMS  
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Trivia Night  
Where were you on Friday 18

th
 April? If you were at JETAAôs 

annual trivia night perhaps you remember smiling for some 

pictures?  Even if you missed out you might be able to spot some 

familiar faces in these photgraphs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Haiku  

my runny nose ñ 

everywhere but on its dewdrop 

the twilight fades  
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Newsletter Editor: Kate Wenban 


